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Writing 
Transcription 

Composition Vocabulary, punctation and 
grammar 

Spelling in 
EYFS  is taught 
in isolation to 
phonics. 
In y1-6, spelling 
is taught 
through the 
spelling scheme 
Treasure House. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Planning 
Children use a range of techniques 
to plan or research ideas for their 
writing for a chosen audience and 
purpose (entertain, inform, 
persuade and discuss)  
 
Drafting & Writing 
Teachers use a range of teaching 
strategies such as the use of model 
texts, success criteria, modelled & 
shared writing opportunities to 
develop confidence and 
independence when writing. 
Children use their SPAG skills 
sessions to apply their ideas into 
independent writing.  
 
Evaluate & Editing  
West Park uses margin codes and 
writing codes to support children to 
develop their editing skills. Children 
are encouraged to made specific 
changes to enhance the quality of 
their writing. Word is then 
published in a “Polishing” book to 
allow the children to present their 
work creatively.  Children also 
perform their writing.   

Vocabulary 
Children use the STAR approach to 
select, activate and revise ambitious 
vocabulary to use in their 
independently writing.  
 
Punctuation & Grammar  
Children are taught grammar and 
punctuation appropriate for their 
text type. Children are taught the 
mechanics of accurate punctuation 
and grammar rules appropriate to 
their age. These skills are practiced 
in context to help children develop 
their understanding of the purpose 
of specific vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation choices    

Handwriting 
West Park uses 
our own 
handwriting 
Scheme and 
letter families. 
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EYFS 

Writing is taught daily in the Early Years. Long, medium and short term plans ensure progression of skills 

working towards the development matters objectives for Communication and Language, Literacy and 

Physical Development. West Park uses Drawing Club as a vehicle to tech writing. Daily sessions are 

carefully planned to inspire creativity and develop writing skills to ensure progress throughout the year (See 

Progression in Writing in EYFS document) 

Y1 

To ensure a smooth and positive transition from EYFS, children slowly transition from Drawing club to 

whole school writing journeys to ensure children feel secure, confident and ready to learn in familiar way 

in a new environment. This helps to ensure spoken language and vocabulary are an integral part of writing 

composition. (See Y1 writing journey document) 

 

Writing in y1 Spring term – Y6 

In Key Stage 1 and 2, writing is taught daily as part of a two-week learning journey focusing on a 

particular genre or text type. A long-term plan and curriculum map ensure progression of all skills across 

school. This includes opportunities for children to write across the curriculum.  Medium term and short-

term plans reflect the National Curriculum objectives for writing. Objectives are taught as discrete lessons to 

expose children to a specific skill in the context of their writing wherever possible. 

Writing journeys will follow the same 2- week structure. Teachers may adapt the order of these sessions to 

suit the needs of the class and the type of writing for that journey.  

Two- Week Writing Journeys:  
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Deconstruct text 

At the start of a new writing journey, teachers will introduce 

the text type or genre the children will be writing and the 

children will identify the audience and purpose of their text 

type Children will help identify the different features 

(language and layout features) of the text type and purpose of 

the writing based on prior learning  

Vocabulary books are introduced/ referred to from this very first session. Teachers will have carefully 

selected the codes for writing they want children to collect in accordance with the success criteria (see 

writing codes)  Children are encouraged to make suggestions here based on their understanding of the text 

type and purpose of the writing- What vocabulary choices will have impact on our reader? How do we want 
our reader to feel and how can our word choices impact on that? 

Children will then deconstruct a model text to explore the 

language and layout features they will need to use n their 

independent writing. 

 

Vocabulary collection/ focus lesson 

Children will collect vocabulary to use in their independent writing throughout the journey. Word mats can 

also be used, but we want children to collect their own vocabulary to enable them to make specific word 

choices during their independent writing. Teachers will also complete a dedicated vocabulary lesson to enable 

to explore and select This can be done collaboratively or through independent tasks  Teachers will consider 

the use of pictures, visual clues, possible subheadings ect for non-fiction to support this.  

Teachers will use the STAR approach in conjunction with the same approach in reading lessons where 

necessary during writing lessons.  

Teachers will 

- Select 

- Teach 

- Activate 

- Revise  

during all parts of the writing journey where necessary.  Tier 2 words will be selected to be taught, 

activated and applied into independent writing Tier 3 words will be taught to ensure understanding for the 

children (pre-teaching vocabulary in model text) These words will be collected into vocabulary books and 

displayed on the working wall.  
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Teaching Specific Features 

 

Skills sessions 

Children will be taught a specific new age related SPaG skill 

for this writing journey. New skills to teach are identified on the 

LTP progression document for teachers to use. Previously taught 

skills for each text type are also identified for each text type or 

genre. This enables teachers to choose other skills to revise and 

apply in at the current ARE. Where possible, children should see 

examples of the skills in the book they are reading or model text 

to support their development of authorial voice & intent.  

Each skill session will follow the same structure- 

- Identify 

- Explore 

- Draft & Application 

These sessions will always be in the context of the writing journey 

and text type or genre and children should understand that 

their application paragraphs should be applied into first drafts. 

Teachers can choose how long to spend on each skill depending 

on the needs of their class.  

 

Planning and Drafting 

Children will plan their writing in any way deemed fit to suit the text type.  This can include structed 

planning sheets designed by the class teacher- including paragraphs/ subheading and specific vocab/ 

grammar/ sentence ideas. This can also include the use of plot points and story maps in a narrative. 

Some text types will require research/ planning before the SPaG sessions begin. (For example- biographies, 

non-chronological reports/instructions/ explanations) This will ensure children have the information 

necessary to complete their SPaG sessions and application into a paragraph.  

Children will use the application part of their skills sessions to help write their 1st draft.  
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Editing 

Effective and purposeful feedback, both giving and receiving,  is 

an integral part of the ethos at West Park.  

Children will edit their first draft using a variety of systems- 

- Feedback from their teacher (individual and whole class 

feedback) This includes margin marking using  the codes 
CAP P G Sense HLV (to improve word choice)  

- Feedback from their peers- peer assessment.  

- Feedback to themselves. This will be using success criteria and individual writing targets.   

- Teachers will also refer back to audience and purpose of the writing thriught writing and editing 

lessons.   

Children will be given an editing task in the context of the current learning journey to help them practice 

and develop their editing skills. Teachers will create these specifically based on assessment for learning and 

whole class feedback from marking.  

Teachers will model how to effectively edit 

using our codes for editing.  

Children can complete these tasks 

collaboratively or independently  Children will 

then apply these editing skills to their own 

writing using a green pen.  

 

Polish or Perform 

After editing their tasks, children will polish or perform their edited writing. 

Polished Writing will be published in polishing books, Children will be allowed freedom to creatively write 

their final version of their writing. Children will be encouraged to check each paragraph as they are 

writing to prevent careless errors.  Work is also celebreated on the “Star Writer” board, on the school 

websites and through our school twitter page.  

Performing Writing- Children will be able to perform their writing. This can be supported using recording 

on the ipads, green screen software or performing to the rest of the class or in small groups. This also 

makes clear and purposeful links to development in speaking and Listening skills their writing. This can be 

supported using recording on the ipads, green screen software or performing to the rest of the class or in 

small groups. 
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Spelling 

In EYFS, spelling is taught through phonics. Children are taught to segment words using their phonic 

knowledge. Children will be exposed to common exception words that contain sounds they have not yet been 

taught and practice these regularly to begin to use in their independent writing. 

At West Park Primary School, in y1-6 we use Treasure House to teach spellings across the school. (See West 

Park Primary School Progression in Spelling document) During Writing sessions, spellings are also included 

daily on retrieval starters. Children complete daily retrieval spelling tasks linked to their previously taught 

spelling rules and year group statutory spellings list. 

At the start of each writing journey, children also spend time looking at their year group spelling list and 

select words which are appropriate to the text type they are writing. Children consider the audience, purpose 

& authorial intent of their writing, and choose statutory spelling words to orally rehearse in the context of 

that they are writing. These can then be used in independent writing.  

 

Handwriting 

In EYFS, Handwriting will begin with mark-making and patterns in EYFS. During this time, staff in EYFS 

will ensure pupils are given daily opportunities to build their core strength as this will help pupils with their 

writing. 

In Y1 and Y2- handwriting is taught daily to support fluency when writing.  

 

KS2 

In Y3-6, discreet spelling is taught weekly apart. Children who are identified as needing letter formation 

support receive handwriting intervention sessions as addition to the weekly session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



West Park Primary School 
Inspiring Learning for Brighter Futures     

 
 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Assessment for learning strategies are used on a daily basis. These show the pupils’ progress, any areas of 

strength or weakness which can then be addressed in teachers’ planning. Formative assessment of learning is 

completed termly using assessment in line with whole school assessment week.  

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar 

Children will complete spelling and punctuation and grammar assessments 4 times a year.  

• Autumn Baselines 

• Autumn Review 

• Spring Midlines 

• Summer endlines   

These assessment are recorded on the whole school English assessment document. Analysis of the data is 

incorporated teachers planning so pupils’ needs can be addressed. 

Writing Moderation  

In-school writing moderation takes place every term. This allow teachers to support the assessment of writing 

and validate teacher assessments. Teachers also take part in outer school moderation with local schools at 

the end of the school year in order to ensure that judgements are accurate. 

Data is analysed to ensure that all pupils are making at least expected progress. These results are monitored 

by subject leaders and SLT and reported to Governors. Pupils who are not on track are identified during 

termly pupil progress meetings for intervention/target teaching. 
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Assessment in spelling  

Daily retrieval practice will support AfL for spelling based on previously taught spelling rules an statutory 

spelling list. At West Park, children do not complete weekly spelling tests. A 2012 study from the British 

Journal of Educational Psychology found that spelling tests had no significant effect on student learning. 

Instead, children will complete a formal spelling test termly through our baseline, baseline review, midline 

and end line assessments. These are in the style of end of KS2 where children write words in the context in 

longer sentences. Results of these assessments are communicated to both children and parents, and allow 

teachers to track children who may need more support with spelling.  

 

Handwriting 

In reception, KS1- Y4 , children complete a letter formation assessment every half term. 

In Y5-6, children complete a letter formation assessment at the start of September. Once children have 

reached the KS2 expected standard ‘to maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed’, there 

is not expectation to repeat these assessments. Handwriting will then be taught twice a week to ensure 

challenge is continued Children who are identified as needed support receive handwriting intervention sessions 

focusing on letter formation.   

 

Educational inclusion  
 

We operate a fully inclusive ethos in school. No child will be omitted from an activity or lesson on the 

grounds of gender, race, disability or special needs unless it is for reasons of the safety of themselves or 

others. If risk cannot be eliminated, then parents will be informed and the best way forward can be 

discussed. Effective planning for inclusion takes account of the appropriateness of the objectives; the 

teaching style to which pupils respond best; responding to children’s varying learning styles and the removal 

of any barriers to learning such as providing for first language use by EAL learners or increasing the 

writing challenge for more able pupils. 

 

Parental inclusion  

We encourage parents to be actively involved in their child’s learning journey. We invite parents into school 

for writing workshops in the spring and summer term to enable them to work alongside their children and 

get a getter understanding of how we teach witing at West Park. Teachers formally report to parents 

about their child’s reading and writing attainment and progress three times a year in the form of parents’ 

evenings and reports. 
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West Park Progression Document and LTP 
 
  
 
The writing curriculum is clearly sequenced to develop substantive knowledge. We want pupils to acquire a 
wide vocabulary; a solid understanding of grammar and punctuation and develop the ability to effectively 
plan, draft, and construct writing for different purposes .We want them to able to spell new words by 
effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they learn throughout their time in primary school. We 
believe that all pupils should be encouraged to take pride in the presentation of their writing, in part by 
developing a good, joined, handwriting style by the time they move to secondary school. A clear, fluent and 
taught handwriting style is essential in developing early writing fluency. Through deliberate practice, this 
substantive knowledge becomes automatic and fluent leading to mastery and an alteration of the long term 

memory. .   
  
 

The writing curriculum is clearly sequenced to develop disciplinary knowledge and apply substantive knowledge 
to effectively write for a range of purposes We know that all good writers refine and edit their writing 
over time, so we want children to develop independence in being able to identify their own areas for 
improvement, and that of others, in all pieces of writing, editing their work effectively during and after 
the writing process. We want children to develop as writers with an understanding of authorial intent and 

think critically and creatively using the automaticity of substantive knowledge.  
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